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The right to
free education

Foreigners with a valid residence permit issued by the Republic

of Latvia have the right to free Prlma ry
and secohdary education

provided by the state. Foreigners and stateless persons have to
pay for higher education programmes they choose to study in
compliance with the contract between this person and
respective educational institution. .
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L
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The state and local government educational institutions provide
education in the (_at\ll an language.

Education can be obtained in another language at private
educational institutions, as well as at the state and local
government educational institutions if they implement education
programmes for minorities. However, children still study Latvian
language there as a compulsory subject. The certificate of
primary or secondary education cannot be obtained in Latvia, if
Latvian language exam has not been passed.

There are several general educational institutions that
implement education programmes for minority nationals. These
programmes are offered in 7 minority languages:

Russian, Polish, Hebrew, Ukrainian,
Estonian, Lithuanian, Belotussian.

At the level of primary school, some subjects are taught in
minority language and some in Latvian in the above mentioned
schools or classes. At the level of secondary education,
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The higher education in Latvia can be obtained at state-founded
higher education institutions in Latvian and English, while
privately owned higher education institutions provide higher
education in Latvian, English, and Russian.



Education system in Latvia

Mastering
e (atvian language m ?;ﬁ‘_:ac-&zorf

Currently, foreigners are not offered any regular state funded In Latvia, the preparation of b and 6 year old children for the
programmes for mastering the Latvian language. Riga City primary school is obligatory; however, the studies at a kindergar-
Council occasionally offers Latvian language courses to Riga ten can be started earlier, if parents wish to do so.

inhabitants.

Pre-school education programmes in Latvia are offered by state

More detailed information can be found at Social Integration and loeal qovesninent. a5 welbas privits Kindergarionsand

Department‘of Riga ?IW Gollned bUi schools. Pre-school education for the children with special needs
WwWw. 'K"d'r'.?a'lv/ pu l'(/ 10468 html is implemented by special pre-school educational institutions.
Adults can choose free language courses for different target Education at state and local government educational institutions is
audiences that are offered by the State Employment Agency free of charge, yet parents have to pay for child’s catering.

www. nva.gov.lv

The Latvian language is taught by private language training
centres and individually. Teachers can be conveniently found at

WWW. SS.Lv portal (in Latvian and English) or by
contacting private language training centres.

Latvian language courses are offered within the framework of
the education programme for the foreign students who arrive in
Latvia for the purpose of studying.

The following language training centres offer
Latvian language courses:

Polyglot School
wwuw.polyglotskola.lv

atConsul
www.latconsul.lv

Baltilmage
www.baltimage.lv

Skrivanek
www.skrivanek.lv




To register achild ‘
4 in a pre-School Y Primary and
¥ educational institution ~ Seconolary education

The parents have to personally visit the chosen kindergarten and Primary education starts at the age of seven both at state and
submit the copy of the birth certificate, a statement about the local government schools, as well as at private schools.
registered place of residence and show their passports.
Primary education is obligatory and its duration is 3 Yea I"S
A child can be registered in a queue free of charge also electroni-

cally at Riga City Council portal WWW.QI’iga.LV in the Primary education in Latvia is implemented by the following
section “Registration for pre-school”. The service is currently educational institutions:

available in Latvian only. :
y ., an elementary school that offers an education programme

The parents should be aware that there are long queues for the o e ﬁf&t SiX grades,

place at the state or local-government kindergarten. It is often the

case when the child is accepted to the kindergarten two to three . aprimary school that implements a comptete
years after the application. 2 primary education programme,

It is recommended to register the child in a kindergarten immedi-

ately after the birth or immediately after receiving a statement «, @ secondary school that can implement a €0 mP(ete
about the registered place of residence in a situation when a - Pl’ mar Y education programme, also to
foreigner arrives in Latvia from a foreign country. combine W "th a Profe ssiohdl
There are no queues in privately-owned kindergartens and education programme, as well as

;Sr? :ISEI:S' ngerr]?r? ; Ml pesymentis:abadt 080 eyros, wikch 8 S pe ciql il&d educational institutions, boarding

schools, evening schools, gymnasiums (starting from the

The information about privately owned kindergartens in Riga can 7th grade), efc.

be found at the following website:

WWW. privatapirmsskola.iv

(information available in Latvian and English).




There dre two types
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2.Professional

secondary education
programme.

19eneral

secondary education
programme

Professional secondary
education programmes offer
professional orientation, for
example, in arts, music,
commercial science, medicine,

General secondary education
programmes are available in the
following three profiles:

general educational
profile,

¢s%g\ humanitarian and
| social profile,

mathematics,
- natural science, and
, U technical profile.

The content of each secondary education programme comprises 8
compulsory subjects and 3-6 optional subjects. The school can
offer mastering some of the optional subjects in more detailed way.

General secondary education programmes are academically
oriented and the aim of these programmes is to prepare the
students for further studies at higher education institutions, while
professional secondary education programmes are mostly oriented
at obtaining a professional qualification.

It a child has special needs, he or she can study in a special
educational institution adjusted to students with movement
disorders, hearing disorders, vision disorders, and speech
disorders.

To reqister

achild in
4 Sehool:

the parents have to submit an application and show child's birth
certificate or a document specifying personal identity number of
the child, and parent’s identification document (for a guardian —
a decision certifying establishment of guardianship).

In addition to these documents, the school principal might require
a document certifying the contents of previously taken studies of
the student, as well as might check child’s knowledge. It is
required to determine the class a student is to be accepted to.
School management may determine additional lessons to promote
student’s faster integration at a new educational institution.
Studies are free of charge at state and local government schools,
while the payment for studies at private schools might constitute
up to 1,000-1,200 euros a year.

The information about private schools that implement general
education programmes in Latvia can be found at




@ Higher
education

Higher education can be obtained at state and private educational
institutions.

For entering in a higher education institution it is necessary to have
a general secondary education certificate or a diploma on profes-
sional secondary education.

Some of the academic programmes require that the general
secondary education certificate/diploma awarded by a foreign
country is verified at the Academic Information Centre

WWW.Jic.lv

To enter in the higher education institution, the students might be
required to pass entrance exams. More detailed information about
the acceptance requirements can be obtained on the home page of
the relevant higher education institution or by contacting the
relevant higher education institution.

ﬂmdem J'C higher education programmes are
oriented at obtaining theoretical knowledge and
application of this knowledge in studying of different
phenomena. After completing these programmes, a
student receives Bachelor's, Master's or Doctor’s
academic degree.

P Fofessional higher education programmes are
oriented at obtaining practical professional skills. After
completing such programme, a student receives
Bachelor’s or Master's professional degree or profes-
sional qualification.

Academic programmes can be mastered only in universities or
higher education institutions. Professional education programmes
can be mastered in colleges as well.

The higher education programmes in Latvia can be mastered in
Latvian, English, and Russian.

Migher education
institutiong

All'higher educational institutions in Latvia can be found at:
www.aiknc.lv/Lv/ust.pb

Education programmes in

can be mastered at the following educational institutions:

(% Riga Technical University www.rtu.lv

% Riga Stradin$ University www.rsu.lv

(% University of Latvia www.lu.lv

(5 The Stockholm School of Economics www.sseriga.edu.lv

6 Private School of Business
Administration “Turiba” www.turiba.lv

& Riga International School of Economics
and Business Administration www.rsebaa.lv

(% Baltic International Academy www.bki.lv

(% The Graduate School of Information
Systems Management www.isma.lv

Education programmes in

can be mastered at the following educational institutions:

(& Baltic International Academy www.bki.lv

(& International Higher School of Practical Psychology www.sppa.lv
(& College of Business Administration www.bvk.lv

(& Higher School of Economics and Culture www.eka.edu.lv

The Graduate School of Information
Systems Management www.isma.lv

(% Higher School of Psychology www.psihologijasaugstskola.lv
[ Riga Aeronautical Institute www.rai.lv

(% Higher School of Social Technologies www.sta-edu.lv

Laws and regulations used:

Education Law of 29.10.1998, effective as from 01.06.1999 with
amendments made till 01.09.2013.
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This publication is supported by the European Refugee Fund.
Project is financed by the EU (75%) and co-financed by the
Latvian state (25%).

Responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the
society “Shelter “Safe House™”.
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